
Week SEVEN
J309-21111



today’s timeline
• Discussion - 20 min 

• Review the Midterm – 20 min 

• Records and Online Journalism - 40 min 

• Break - 10 minutes 

• Tip Sheets  – 60 minutes



discussion



**On your Beat** 
One 600-800 word main bar and one "in-their-own-words" audio slideshow (two 

minutes long, no narration and must have captions).  

Use our HTML/CSS template. Uploaded to our class server. 

Graded on: Overall story quality, quality of the digital elements and how 
everything works together. Accuracy, spelling, grammar, AP Style and code. 

Multimedia Story Package

Midterm Project

Deadline: Thursday, Oct. 13 in Class



Midterm FAQ
• My availability. I will respond within 24 hours to emailed questions. 

(Hopefully faster, but sometimes I get busy.) 

• Submitting your assignment. You will make a folder called “midterm” on 
offthefreeway.com and upload/FTP ALL MIDTERM FILES there, like this: 
offthefreeway.com/2016/sections/21111/jasonalcorn/midterm/midterm-
jalcorn.html 

• Submitting your assignment, part 2. Paste your URL into a comment on 
the Midterm Assignment post on the class blog. 

• Test proofread, and test again. Put your files on the server, then proofread 
your story there, watch and listen to your audio slideshow, test any other 
elements. Do it twice. 

• Remember the rules. No friends, no family, no USC. 

• Audio Slideshow. Can you use material from earlier assignments?



Midterm Project Template 

http://offthefreeway.com/2016/midterm/

http://offthefreeway.com/2016/midterm/




Records and 
online journalism



What are records?





Files,
Documents
and Papers



What are records?

• Created in the course of life, government or business 

• Any format 

• Can be public or private 

• Often unpublished by a news publication 





Why are records  
important?

• Provide direct evidence for something 

• Web-friendly — very visual (or can be visualized) 

• Shows you did your reporting 

• Increases trustworthiness of your stories 

• The spice of online journalism



Photos
• Social media. Sourced (with permission) from Facebook, Twitter, Flickr, 

Instagram, etc. 

• Self-shot. Photos your sources or subjects take while you are reporting. 

• Contributed. Photos your sources or subjects own and provide to you to 
publish. 

• Archival. Historical photos in the possession of schools or libraries. Many 
online archives of photos too.



Other Visuals
• Brochures, flyers and handouts. Pick things up wherever you go or ask if 

digital copies are available 

• Screenshots. Save screenshots if a website you are citing is likely to change 
or be taken down. (Use archive.org to find older versions of sites.) 

• Writing and artwork. If the subject of a story is making or producing 
something, figure out how to share it with your audience.

http://archive.org


Data
• Databases. Every business and organization uses databases to organize 

their work. What databases are used on your beat? 

• Lists. The most basic version of a database is a list. What are the most 
popular books at the library? The most popular singles at the radio station? 

• Government Information. Is there official data collection going on? Can 
you locate it, get access and share it? 

• Maps. When location is important to your story, look for maps or make your 
own.



Documents
• Reports. Reports are published all the time and no one reads them. But if 

you find the 1-2 pages that really matter, you’re helping your readers. 

• Public Records. You’re a taxpayer and the government works for you. Their 
records are your records. 

• Bills of Sale. Businesses have long paper trails. What can you show that 
adds interest to your story? 

• Transcripts. Sometimes a simple transcript of a conversation or public event 
is enough to be original and educate your readers.



Media
• Video Recordings. Events are recorded all the time with official cameras 

and with citizen journalism. 

• Audio Recordings. Same thing but, you know, sound. 

• Archives. Libraries have all kinds of archival media, available online or in 
person through a research desk.



Let’s see some examples.



https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/2691173-TIU-Response-to-BuzzFeed-News-15-January-2016.html#document/p8/a272089

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/2691173-TIU-Response-to-BuzzFeed-News-15-January-2016.html#document/p8/a272089


https://www.themarshallproject.org/next-to-die

https://www.themarshallproject.org/next-to-die


http://inewsource.org/2016/09/28/san-diego-forest-loss/

http://inewsource.org/2016/09/28/san-diego-forest-loss/


http://www.racked.com/2015/4/14/8405169/barbie-style-instagram

http://www.racked.com/2015/4/14/8405169/barbie-style-instagram


http://grantland.com/features/yankees-suck-t-shirts-boston-red-sox/

http://grantland.com/features/yankees-suck-t-shirts-boston-red-sox/


https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/politics/2016-election/trump-charity-donations/

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/politics/2016-election/trump-charity-donations/


Reporting Tips
• Make a List. What records do you need to tell your story with the digital 

tools you want to use? 

• Ask, ask, ask. You don’t know what a source or subject might have until you 
ask. Help them help you. 

• Do you have to develop trust first? Some records are easy to share. For 
others, they’ll have to trust you. 

• Know what is off-limits. Student records, health records, some business 
records (unless they’re the owner) are private by law. 

• Follow up. If sources promise you something by email (documents, 
spreadsheets) or text (photos), don't’ let them forget!



Let’s take a break



QUIZ time!
http://bit.ly/8xj309

http://bit.ly/8xj309


Let’s look at some  
tip sheets



**On your Beat** 
One 600-800 word main bar and one "in-their-own-words" audio slideshow (two 

minutes long, no narration and must have captions).  

Use our HTML/CSS template. Uploaded to our class server. 

Graded on: Overall story quality, quality of the digital elements and how 
everything works together. Accuracy, spelling, grammar, AP Style and code. 

Multimedia Story Package

Midterm Project

Deadline: Thursday, Oct. 13 in Class



Midterm Project Template 

http://offthefreeway.com/2016/midterm/ 

http://offthefreeway.com/2016/midterm/


Arowosaye, JT — Business 
Baker, Gray — Arts 
Brooksbank, Tommy — Gentrification 
Cachero, Paulina — Race 
Edghill, Taylor — Health 
Jung, Oliver — Library 
Kasumov, Aziza — Housing 
Marcus, John — Community Pride

Beats
McDaniels, James — Religion 
Muhammad, Ti — Schools 
Ruff, Tara — Children and Families 
Siegal, Aaron — Food  
Sullivan, Jodee — Enrichment 
Thompson, Ryan — Transportation 
Wallace, Eytan — Police

Available: Old Age, Immigration


